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your competitive edge

Welcome to the ® nal instalment of 
Benews for 2007.

Expansion, growth and strong sales
2007 has been one of the most 
successful years for Benchmark to date; 
sales have been excellent, the company 
continues to grow and our expansion 
plans continue to drive us forward.  We 
have consolidated our position in the 
Australian and New Zealand markets 
and witnessed further growth in the 
United Kingdom.

During 2007, Benchmark was 
implemented by organisations of all 
sizes in many varied industries including 
civil engineering, landscaping, asphalt, 
government, building, formwork, 
consulting engineering and water.

Version 6.07
The latest upgrade to Benchmark, 
Version 6.07, was recently released 
and is already generating high levels of 
excitement amongst our users.  

V6.07 is one of the most signi® cant 
Benchmark releases to date in terms 
of advanced estimating functionality.  
V6.07 sees the introduction of 

functions that enable the user to put 
even more intelligence into Item Library 
calculations.  Never before have you had 
such an outstanding ability to store the 
organisations knowledge and carry this 
through all of your projects.  For ease of 
use and huge time savings, these new 
facilities can be used to automatically 
update estimates.  For greater accuracy 
and more competitive tenders, the new 
facilities can be used to ® nesse your 
estimates and your calculations.  

Again I would like to give a big thanks to 
all of our valued clients for their support 
and suggestions throughout 2007.  
We look forward to continuing our 
relationship into 2008 and beyond, and 
to keeping you at the edge of estimating 
excellence. 

Yours, in the interest of better 
estimating,

Rob MacDonald
Director

Version 6.07 caps another strong 
year for Benchmark
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Version 6.07 represents one 
of Benchmark's most powerful, 
exciting and functional releases to 
date.  Version 6.07 enhances its 
ease of use and includes features 
such as the new Calculator, the 
powerful Variables functionality 
and new customisable reports.

Version 6.07Version 6.07

New and Improved Quantity 
Calculator for faster 

calculations and to capture 
your knowledge

New Variables Function 
for automatic, instant 

updating of your estimates

New My Reports Feature 
for fast, consistent access 
to your favourite reports

New Customisable 
Estimate Report 

to generate the information 
you need and help maximise 

pro® ts



New Routines Interface 
for ease of use and new 
functionality to simplify 

Routine creation 

More Quick Find Menus  
to simplify adding and 

modifying estimate 
information

Enhanced Find Windows 
for speed and consistency

And Much More... 
Some other enhancements 

found in Version 6.07 include 
an improved user-interface, 
and changes to Progress 
Claims and Subcontractor 

Manager.

Product Development - Benchmark Version 6.07
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For more information, visit the Version 6.07 web page:
www.benchmarkestimating.com/version607.php
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Client Success Story
Glenorchy City Council
Glenorchy delivers Main Road project to within 5% of budget thanks to Benchmark 

The facelift to Main Road at Moonah by 
Glenorchy City Council was successfully 
completed in 2007.  Tasked with 
revitalising the strip, Glenorchy City 
Council knew such a high pro® le task 
would need to run on time and on budget.  
As Michael Jackson, Coordinator of 
Capital Works says, ªThe Main Road 
project was always going to be delicate 
due to its high public exposure.  We also 
needed to accurately allow for traf® c 
control of over 5000 cars per day.  In this 
highly visible environment, the project 
needed to run smoothly and run to 
budget.  To achieve these things we had 
to start with an accurate estimate.º 

Michael continues, ªWe performed the 
estimate using Benchmark Estimating 
Software, which we have been using 
for 7 years.  To produce the estimate, 
it was simply a matter of choosing the 
items we needed, customising the 
estimate for the job, and allowing for the 
unique conditions of the project.  This 
included applying different overheads 
and variations for things such as traf® c 
control for in excess of 5000 per day.º 

Look who's setting the Benchmark online.  To view the client list, go to:
www.benchmarkestimating.com/clientlist.php
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And what was the result of the estimate 
created in Benchmark?  Michael tells 
us, ªWe ended up getting the estimate 
within 5% of the actual costs for the 
$750,000 project.º    

Glenorchy City Council and 
Benchmark
Glenorchy City Council has been 
using Benchmark Estimating Software 
since the year 2000 to help it deliver 
infrastructure projects to the Glenorchy 
citizens on budget and on time.  Michael 
says, ªOur current database is set up 
around road construction and hydraulics, 
and we have started to include more 
areas like retaining walls, architectural 
features and landscaping criteria.  The 
long term plan would be to incorporate all 

parks and gardens works and to get even 
more of the hydraulics works included.º

Michael sums up that Benchmark is great 
for public works organisations because it 
is, ª¯ exible enough to produce estimates 
for any type of construction work, because 
it speeds up the estimating processes 
and because it is great for determining 
the composition of your budgets.  For 
our budgets, we input various works into 
Benchmark until we ® nd the best mix for 
the work to be completed.º
 
In the public works sector, completing 
projects to a ® xed budget is vital.  And 
that is exactly what Benchmark Estimating 
Software's mix of accuracy,  ̄exibility and 
speed allows Glenorchy City Council to 
do for their residents.  In one high pro® le 
instance ± the Main Road enhancement at 
Moonah ± the ® nal project was delivered 
within 5% of the estimate.  

ªBenchmark is  ̄exible 
enough to produce estimates 

for any work, it speeds up 
the estimating processes 
and is great for budgets.º
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Australia (Head Of® ce)
PO Box 952
49 Berry Street Nowra NSW 2541
ph:  +61 (0)2 4422 3444
fax: +61 (0)2 4422 4544

Routines.  Routines are incredibly 
powerful; they capture your knowledge 
and increase your consistency.  

To give you a quick overview of how 
Routines will bene® t you, watch the 
following video, `Estimating with 
Routines.'
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Benchmark allows you to produce 
estimates in a way that will best suit 
your project.  

If you ® nd yourself estimating the 
same tasks over and over again, 
Benchmark has a feature that will 
save you time and still retain your 
accuracy.  This feature is called 

Upcoming 

Training Dates
Get up to speed!

Visit our website to enrol in 

one of the

following courses.

New User Courses

23-24 Jan Sydney

6 - 7 Feb Brisbane

12 - 13 Feb Ballina

 4 - 5 Mar Melbourne

 18 - 19 Mar Perth

 15 - 16 Apr Sydney

Advanced User Courses

19 - 20 Feb Melbourne

11 - 12 Mar Brisbane

1 - 2 Apr Perth

Routine Writing Courses

 26 - 27 Feb Melbourne

4 - 5 Mar Brisbane

15 - 16 Apr Perth

United Kingdom
Level 1/1 Portland Street 

Manchester M1 3BE 
ph:  +44 (0)870 890 9886
fax:  +44 (0)871 431 0678
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benchmark@benchmarkestimating.com
www.benchmarkestimating.com

Feature Focus:  Estimating with Routines

Watch the `Estimating with Routines' video online now:
www.benchmarkestimating.com/videos.php


